
ABANDON 
 HOPE
If we hope really hard maybe things will get better – or maybe it’s 

time to consider a new plan of action. Michael Nelson and John 
Vucetich propose a virtuous approach to environmental change

ECOLOGIST INVESTIGATES

DOING THE RIGHT THING
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Hope as dis-ease
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‘Hope is seen as a prime motivator  
but it may, ironically, deteriorate  
our motivation to live sustainably’
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A profound contradiction

Vicious or virtuous?

DOING THE RIGHT THING

34 March 2009 

‘If hope for averting environmental 
disaster isn’t the right reason to 
live sustainably, what could be?’ 

To hope or not to hope?
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Doing the right thing

Inspire by example

‘Instead of hope we need to provide 
young people with reasons that are 
rational and effective’
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